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Drought
dropping
Simsboro
aquifer
BY DENIS MCGINNESS
Staff Writer

The Simsboro aquifer
is showing stress from
one of the worst droughts
ever recorded in Central
Texas, according to Lost
Pines Groundwater Con-
servation District General
Manager Joe Cooper, who
said that electronic moni-
toring data indicates the
aquifer has declined sev-
en to eight feet in Bastrop
County and up to 18 feet
in Lee County in the past
two months.

"The declines indicate
that the storage capac-
ity of these aquifers can
be affected by severe
drought." -

- Joe Cooper,
Lost Pines Groundwater

Conservation District
General Manager

"We've been looking
real close at this data,
particularly the Heart of
Texas monitoring site in
Lee County," Cooper said.
"The declines indicate
that the storage capacity
of these aquifers can be
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Simsboro aquifer
feeling drought
18-foot drop in Lee County well site
BY DENIS MCCINNESS
ASSISTANT EDITOR

The Simsboro aquifer is
showing stress from one of
the worst droughts ever
recorded in Central Texas,
according to Lost Pines
Groundwater Conservation
District General Manager
Joe Cooper, who said that
electronic monitoring data
indicates the aquifer has
declined seven to eight feet
in Bastrop County and up to
18 feet in Lee County in the
past two months.

"We've been looking real
close at this data, particular-
ly the Heart of Texas moni-
toring site in Lee County,"
Cooper said. "The declines
indicate that the storage
capacity of these aquifers
can be affected by severe
drought."

Cooper said the SCADA
monitoring system, which
was installed in several
wells across the district in
September 2010, is provid-
ing a wealth of information
that is accurate and accessi-
ble 24 hours a day. A com-
puter screen shows a down-

Joe Cooper

ward sloping line that repre-
sents the water levels at the
HOT well site.

"The stress on the aquifer
comes from additional run-
time on the wells from
municipalities and agricul-
tural users," Cooper said.
"As the drought continues
and as we add pumping, we
will see even more
declines."

Cooper said increased
pumping is expected during
an exceptional drought, the
most severe rating that the
U.S. Drought Monitor gives
for drought conditions, and
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the condition that most of
Central Texas is currently
under. What's not expected
is that the aquifer is not
rebounding, even a little,
through recharge, he said.

"We are concerned about
the apparent lack of
recharge in the Simsboro
right now," Cooper said.
"We don't really under-
stand why that's happen-
ing, but we are monitoring
it."

The drought shows no
signs of ending, at least for
several more months,
according to Bob Rose,
chief meteorologist for the
Lower Colorado River

Authority. He said Central
Texas experienced the dri-
est October to May periods
on record and rain is not
typical at all in July, with
very little to none expected
in August.

"The La Nina pattern
that started last winter is
very strong and shows no
signs of abating," Rose
said. "Although predictions
are that tropical storm
activity may be above nor-
mal this year, that doesn't
mean we will see any rain
from it."

A five- or six-year
drought trend could have
severe effects for the

Simsboro, Cooper said, and
that stress doesn't include
the additional pumping that
water marketers want to
make on the aquifer, which
could be many tens of
thousands of acre feet of
water.

"The Simsboro is being
looked at as the mecca to
supply water for all of
south-central· Texas,"
Cooper said. '~We don't
think that's possible and
we're starting to get data
that shows that."


